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Founded in 1981 

In person meetings have been suspended due to Covid 19 
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A MESSAGE FROM KQG PRESIDENT 

Maureen McKeen 

 

Can you believe it's November already? While most of us experienced the last eight months like no 
other time in our lives; I can't help but think about privilege. If it weren't for the Pandemic I would 
never have had the privilege of babysitting my little grandson's. I would never have stopped every-
thing I was involved in long enough to think about how important the people, the friendships and their 
conversations are to me. I would never have taken the time to think about how truly grateful I am to 
have been able to travel, shop, visit, share meals, volunteer, and participate in activities such as the 
KQG monthly meetings. 
 
While I'm missing my pre-Covid life my privilege as a Canadian continues. It continues because of all 
those who truly suffered and served through years of deprivation and hardship during World War I 
and II. My privilege continues because I am white and did not grow up in fear or in a Residential 
School. Through this Pandemic I haven't had to worry about losing my home, or my job and as one 
friend commented “I'm so lucky, as we can afford to stock up on three weeks of groceries at a time.”   
 
I'm also privileged to have a big stash of fabric and a passion that keeps me focused and busy. As the 
colours change and the cold winds come swirling in to carry your breath away on a gust, remember, 
“This too will pass”. Please keep your passions and your creativity at the forefront and stay safe so 
we'll have the privilege of getting together once again soon. 
 
Respectfully, 
Maureen 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON GROUP 

Sherry Harnden 

 
Wednesday Afternoon Project – November 2020 

 

Watch your email for instructions on November 4, 2020. 

We are revisiting a project from a couple of years ago that produced some delightful pieces by members of 

the Wednesday Afternoon Group.  

Positive - Negative (Wall-hanging, table runner, etc.)  

Materials: listed are the requirements for a small 3 block wall hanging. 

(extra if you wish to make something bigger) 

>Two pieces of ¼ metre or two fat quarters,  of contrasting fabrics. 

>¼ metre paper backed fusible web (i.e. wonder-under, steam-a seam, 

heat & bond etc.) (NOT interfacing) 

>Coordinating or contrasting threads 

>Small sharp scissors 

>Batting & Backing 

> A pencil  

>A simple shape that you would like to use. i.e, heart, maple leaf, tree, star, shamrock, apple, etc.  OR 

There will be several Included with the emailed instructions for your use. 

Submitted by Maureen O’Neill 
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The vacant positions are:  
Secretary 

Nominations (Chair and Helper)  

Newsletter Assistant 

Programs/ Workshops (Chair and two - three Helpers) 

 
For more information on what is required please visit Constitution 

and look at the "Specific Duties of the Executive Committee May 2019" document. 

In addition, help by current members of these positions is available to acquaint you with 

the job.  

Please consider taking on one of these positions.  For further information, or to  

volunteer, please contact Maureen McKeen at 705-868-9644. 
 
This is a great opportunity to become involved with members of the guild! 

NOMINATIONS 

Volunteers Needed 

http://www.kawarthaquiltmakersguild.ca/Constitution.html
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NOT QUITE PROGRAM: BATTING 

FIONA WHITE 

What batting should you use for your quilts? This month I decided to tackle that question as it is another topic that 
I think is basic for every quilt maker, from novice to experienced, from traditional to modern, from quilt top maker 
to machine quilter, from large quilt maker to art quilt maker. And the answer, of course, is “it depends”.  I explored 
a variety of websites with information on batting looking for ones with concise information that was not specific to 
one brand. I have chosen five sites to share here, that let you explore what it depends on. 

 

Clear, basic information, including maximum space between stitching for different types of batting: https://
www.createforless.com/buying-guides/sewing-and-quilting/quilt-batting-types-and-how-to-choose-the-right-
one.aspx 

 

Straightforward tips on the things to consider for choosing batting: https://www.craftsy.com/post/batting-choices-
for-quilting/ 

 
Good discussion on batting, including how to test batting to see if it will suit your purpose (as a knitter I know how 
important a test swatch can be, so this was an “aha” moment for me). I’m looking forward to exploring this site 
further:  washttps://leahday.com/pages/pick-the-best-quilt-batting 

 
A lengthier discussion, but a good list of guiding questions for what you want your quilt to be like, which I found 
very helpful. The site is a bit busy, but has other useful information as well: https://lorikennedyquilts.com/how-to-
choose-quilt-batting/ 

 
I was looking for a clear, simple comparison chart batting and the best I found was from 

 allpeoplequilt.com which is the website for American Patchwork and Quilting magazine. It is my new favourite 
quilting site - well worth exploring! However, the chart is not easy to find on the site, and is available only for per-
sonal download. To get your own copy google “reference chart general batting characteristics” and you can print or 
download the chart as a PDF. 

 
I will also post these links on the Kawartha Quiltmakers Facebook Group. I’d love to see suggestions from our mem-
bers on their favourite batting tips and sources.  

 
Feedback on these links, or on ideas for future topics are welcome. Either post to the Facebook Group or 
send me an email at fionacreswick@hotmail.com  

 

Take a moment….and give thanks to someone who 
makes your day, ………….a little thanks goes a long way! 

https://www.createforless.com/buying-guides/sewing-and-quilting/quilt-batting-types-and-how-to-choose-the-right-one.aspx
https://www.createforless.com/buying-guides/sewing-and-quilting/quilt-batting-types-and-how-to-choose-the-right-one.aspx
https://www.createforless.com/buying-guides/sewing-and-quilting/quilt-batting-types-and-how-to-choose-the-right-one.aspx
https://www.craftsy.com/post/batting-choices-for-quilting/
https://www.craftsy.com/post/batting-choices-for-quilting/
http://leahday.com/pages/pick-the-best-quilt-batting
https://lorikennedyquilts.com/how-to-choose-quilt-batting/
https://lorikennedyquilts.com/how-to-choose-quilt-batting/
http://allpeoplequilt.com/
mailto:fionacreswick@hotmail.com
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CHARITY BEGINS IN OUR HEARTS 

 

  
 
 

MILK BAGS   

The Guild is collecting milk bags for a group who is 

making sleeping mats for people in third world coun-

tries. Marie Olver is continuing to collect milk bags 

during this time and can be contacted at her number 

on the membership list to arrange drop off.  Marie 

would appreciate it if the bags could be flattened out 

when they are delivered. Thank you. 

 HELPING HANDS 

Helping Hands make quilts for YWCA 

Crossroads Women's Shelter, Cameron 

House and others in need.  Since there will 

be no sewing days at the Kiwanis building 

for the next few months, all quilting will 

be done at home. 

Our hearts to yours, 

Mags Salahub and Judy Semple 
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CHARITY BEGINS IN OUR HEARTS 

 

  
 
 

QUILTS FOR CANCER 

Peterborough County 

We are a volunteer organization and  registered Canadian Charity whose mission is 

to deliver quilts to cancer patients in our community.  The quilts are intended to pro-

vide comfort and warmth to those undergoing cancer treatments and are provided at no 

cost to either the recipient or the person requesting the quilt.    

To order a quilt please contact us at cancerquiltsptbo@gmail.com or by leaving a 

message at  

705.875.5596 Someone will contact you as soon as possible.  

 

Please note: We are not meeting at this time because of Covid-19.  We will notify you 

via this newsletter when we will start up again.  You can still request quilts and we do 

deliveries with safety protocols in place. For further info please contact Mary Burchell 

or Yvonne McMahon. 

PLACEMAT DONATIONS 

It’s not too early to think about December.  Even though we are not together, the 

guild will continue to donate placemats to Meals for Wheels.  Please consider making 

one (or more) for this worthy cause.  Theresia Laing will be collecting them and she 

has generously offered to have these dropped off at her home, so please give  

Theresia a call at 705-876-9332 to arrange a drop off time.  Thank you. 
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CHARITY BEGINS IN OUR HEARTS 

SEW SEW 

Although members of this group are not meeting as a 

group during this time they continue to work individually 

on making hats and PICC line covers for patients under-

going cancer treatments.  They also make toques and 

mitts for underprivileged children in area schools.  Your 

generosity in continuing to donate soft stretch cotton, 

polar fleece and ¼” to ½” elastic is appreciated.  Please 

contact Janice Byers at 705-745-6241 to make donation 

arrangements.  Thank you. 

GREEN SHOP 

Normally, donations of fabric and sew-

ing notions can be donated to the 

Green Shop which is part of ARRAY 

Services.  However, the Green Shop is 

closed to the public and not accepting 

donations at this time.  Thank you. 
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“She believed she could…….so she did.” 
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When I was a child my bed was adorned with a quilt my grandmother made. In those 

days it was made from salvaged clothing from days gone by. It was quite heavy and to 

this day I have a heap of blankets and quilts on my bed since I can’t sleep without all 

the weight of my grandmother’s quilt! 

If you have a cherished quilt memory you’d like to share please send it to me at  

kqgnews@gmail.com…………….Deb 

Did you know…………. 
The history of quilting can be traced back at least to medieval times. Early ex-

amples are from Europe, India and the Far East. The word 'quilt' – linked to 

the Latin word 'culcita', meaning a bolster or cushion – seems to have first been 

used in England in the 13th century. 

The earliest quilting was used to make bed covers: very fine quilts are often 

mentioned in medieval inventories and frequently became family heirlooms. 

Throughout their history, many superior examples of the technique have  

survived by being passed down through generations. The Tristan Quilt survives 

from 13th-century Sicily. It depicts 14 scenes from the medieval legend of  

Tristan and Isolde – lively depictions of battles, ships and castles – and is one 

of the earliest surviving examples of 'trapunto', or stuffed quilting, (from the 

Italian 'trapuntare', to quilt).  

mailto:kqgnews@gmail.com
https://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O98183/the-tristan-quilt-bed-cover-unknown/
https://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O128828/palampore-unknown/
https://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O107149/quilt-cover-unknown/


KQG ON FACEBOOK 

 

 

We can just imagine all of the beautiful quilts and other projects that you are all finishing and working on and 
you can't wait to show all of these lovely things to your fellow guild members.  Debbie Fisico presented a  

question - how could we share our work during this time?   

 

As you may or may not know, our Guild does have a Facebook Page and after consultation with Debra Graham, 
one of the administrators of the page, it is felt that this page would be a wonderful avenue to share our work 
and to stay connected with our quilting friends.  

 

We do understand that not everyone wants to have a Facebook page or join Facebook pages; however, if you do 
our Facebook Page is a private page where only the Kawartha Quiltmakers' Guild members are invited to join.  If 
you are interested in sharing your work or topics of interest to our group through Facebook please join us at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/927962140649057/   

 

 

As a reminder,  

"After discussions with the Church, 
there will be no more  

Kawartha Quiltmakers' Guild 
meetings in 2020.  As a result of a 
"virtual" Executive Committee 
meeting, please be advised that a 
decision was made to not charge 
membership fees for  September to, 
and including, December.  There are 
no guarantees that we will be re-
suming in January but this will be 
revisited later this year when we 
receive more information from the 
Church." 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/927962140649057/

